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If von Jdo not eome in 5 dars, you will not see me, for Captain

the Canada Lndian

Nathaniel, the Tndian, will not stay no longer
is not w e for to sell me. Pray, Sir, don’t fal, for they lane

given me one day, for the days were but 4 at fivst,  Give my kind

love to my Jear wife.
This from your dutiful son Gll Jdeath,
Euisus Prasstean”

it is said, in the Massaol

stead was

Historieal Colleetio

., for three hundred pounds: but the f
rt to thal statement. O

letter oes not bring maoceh sy

quatated with the existing state of the finances of the inhabitauts off
Wells, can bard!y believe that there was so much money in the

whele town.

Thus we have reached the clase of anotlier ten vears blooly war,

not again distorbed by these savage raids. The Indians

ace, and the next vear, 1713, another treaty was signel,

s giving the most solemn assurances that they would not again

inst the Enelish.

take up arms oz

During this war (in 1712), died Fraxos Livreerieep, aged 63
We lave already re
father’s fimily in England, when oaly eleven or twelve yenrs oll

le

reel to his strange disappearanee from his

He may Lave awiin wet his father in Excter in 10405 for be

field, the father, who lial twoenty aeres of laad there

an Litt
eaed him, another Goodinan Littleficld bl an assignmaent of four

Goo

acres.  This, we think, may have been Francis, wha beeame of aze
son.  When W
ihination were driven from Exeter by the

heelrieht and the

in 1545, Anthony was a yonunger
s of they o

of Massachuserts

othier m

wrisdiction over that ter v, instead

to Wells with s father, Franeic went ta Wobmrs, Mass,,
where he was taved in 1645, awd where, by his wite Jane, be hacl o
danzshter M iry, born Dee, T4, of that year. We know not the pa-
rentiere of this wife,  8he died on the 20th.  He probably then re-
moved o Dover, which he representeld in the Legislatare o 164
We 4o not find bim at W
Lo Helig

s Ll siber 16303 in 10515, he was morrield

Ilren. whose pa

mother of all Lis ¢
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We conelivle that there it no foundition fr the curreny

¢ the Cther fiea fonnd Lim setthed o oa G in Wolls,

report th
He was a small boy when hie el bis ficher’s honse, and whnt el

have indace T this unoatural aect, appareatly voluntaey on his o,

t know:s | that, whoa inadvanced youtl,

wer alov s

would eunsg

he must bave known that his mysterious oJisa

great anniety to bis parents, he shoall have rof 1 from giving

them any information of himsell and his prospects,  We conelude,

that fisr some reason, his attwchment to them must have been cx-

cecdingly weak,  This develietion of filial oblization misght all disap-

prar on a full knowledge of fiets, The freaks of boyhiood o net

staml.
tefichd

always iwlieate the subeoguent chaeacter of the man 3 notwd
ing this apparcat inconsisteney with a trae manhoad, 1a
maintained a fuir posation among the settlers of Waolls,  From
e business, his pequaintanee was extensive, e

the natare of hits 1

k-'}-t a 1;;:‘-!--.‘ house ; that is, so far s to accommaodate travelers

who were then f

lowing the seaboard in pursuit of 2 location

at the eas

ard,  1le does not seem o hiave been very puanetils
ions in his regand for lawyi he was licensed 1o zell spiritnons

Houors far one vears bot he continued 1o soll afler Lis license
I '

expired, sud hal diliculty in obtaining a renewal, although he prom-

ol ot nowin to be sty of sueh a vielation of law, e was elect-

ed as a Representative of York in 16635 he was also “"}'I'--“r:'.l. itive
fram Wells e 1060 amd 1670, and Leeame a stranyg supporter of the

elaims of Massachusctts,  Savioe .-';-r--lk- of b ns a leader in that

contest.  The Genernd Canrt el its sessions at bis house,  His part

in the com Mr, Buss and Mrs. Ellridee was not such as

a sannl 1 but his version of the aflur

LY waond I countenano
has ot e down 1o wee He was recognized by the inhabitants of
Wolls a3 asound sz amd he lived to a gowd old ase, which affords
fome evidence of o conscientions and satisictory life.

That aar readers may understand that the inluence of 2 man at

this perien] did not depend on his pecnniary statas, we apperd an

account of lis property, as eabibited in the mventory of his estate,

15 copy:
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usual thus to designate plantations; but the name was given to this
beyond the period of which we have any record. In a recent publi-
cation it is said that the town derives its name from one of its early
settlers, Thomas Wells, who came here from Ipswich; but this
statement is entirely destitute of foundation. Thomas Wells did
not come here till 1657, fifteen years after we find the name applied.
Judge Wells, a descendant of Thomas, was accustomed to state it
as his opinion that the great number of springs with which it
abounds suggested its name; but we are not aware that there are
more springs in this than in the towns adjoining, and if there were,
when it received its name, the wilderness being unbroken, but few
of them could have been discovered. Others have said, and with
much more reason, that it was given by Gorges, according to a cus-
tom, then common, to apply the names of well-known places in the
old country to new places of residence here. Wells was an impor-
tavt city in England, and not far from the residence of Gorges in
Somersetshire.  Cardinal Woolsey resided there. It was much dis-
tingnished for its many public buildings, and it was probably this
promincnce which led Hubbard, in his History of New England,
thus to speak of the application of the name to this plantation:
“ Between Cape Porpoise and Piseataqua,” he s:i‘\'é, “there are bat
two small towns more (though ambitions of great names), the one
called Wells, the other York.” As he was then living in New Kog-
land, it is probable that he well understood the reason why this
name was given, As this city, also, was within twenty miles of
Gorges' residenee, some of its inhabitants were, perhaps, influenced
by him to come over here, and one of the inducements offered might
have been that the name of the old home would go with them to
their new settlement. ;

Owing to the different titles set up, by parties in interest, to the
plantation previously to its incorporation, no one conld foresce what
might be the final adjudication by competent authority. The polit-
ical and social eondition of the people and the general aspect of af-
fairs in this unscttled state of the title presented nothing attractive
to those who were anxious to scleet a permanent residence.  During
the ten years suceceding the beginning of a settlement here it does
not appear that it made very rapid progress. Oblivion has taken to
itself the larger part of the history of this period. By the unfortu-
nate burning of the house of Joseph Bowles, in 1657, one of the

HISTORY OF WELLS AND KENNEBUNK 25

volumes of the town records was destroyed, =0 that we have no
means of aseertaining the grants which had been made, or posses-
sions taken and confirmed, excepting so far as we have found copies
of these records, or tenants in the occupation of what had been al-
lotted to them. In the period named between thirty and forty per-
sons had here made a home ; but previously to 1663 some of them
had removed to New Hampshire, the advantages offered in that prov-
ince being more alluring than any which they could expect to enjoy
by continuing in Wells.

The following persons appear to have been inhabitants during the
continnance of the plantation: Samuel Austin, Jobn Barret, Jolhn
Barret, jr, Stephen Batson, Henry Boade, Robert Boothe, Joseph
Bowles, John Bush, Nicholas Cole, William Cole, Joseph Emerson,
John Gooeh, William Hammond, Ezekiel Knight, Edmund Little-
field, Anthony Littlefield, Franeis Littleficld, Francis Littlefield, jr.,
John Littlefield, Thomas Littlefield, Thomas Miles, Philemon Por-
motte, Edward Rishworth, John Sanders; Jonathan Thinge, John
Wakefield, Wiliam Wardell, Rev. John Wheelright, Thomas
Wheelright, William W entworth, John Wadleigh, John White.

Whether Nicholas Needham, Edward Hutchinson, or Augustine
Story ever resided in Wells cannot now be determined. We have
no evidence that any allotment of land was made to either of
them ; but the foregoing inhabitants, whom we have named, are to
be regarded as the founders of Wells. There was great variety of
character among them ; some were good and worthy, while others
had not much to boast of in their moral composition. A want of
education, it is believed, was at the root of all their obliguities. A
vast proportion of the wickedoess of carth has its origin in the
aame cause.  Of many of these settlers a more full biography will
be given in the course of this work.

Stephen Batson, Robert Boothe, Philemon Portmotte, or Por-
motte, Rev, Joha Wheelright, and Willlam Wentworth removed
from the plantation before its incorporation as a town., DBatson was
the first occupant of Drake’s Island. Here he built his house, the
cellar of which is still to be seen, the house having been gone many
years. In the middie of the cellar, a fow years ago, stood the re-
mains of an old oak tree, which had sprung up after the house had
been taken away, grown to a good old age, and then was reft of its
branches, nothing remaining but its lifeless trunk. Batson might



