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THE CAREER OF JOHN LEECH.

A Stanch Fifth Ward Democeat snd Ex-
Aldermian Gone,

John T.eech, whose death at his home, 85¢
Iivingston streect, was announced in yesterday's
Eaovr, had spent almost the whole of his long
life in Brooklyn. e came from Scotland with
his parents ip 1813, when ho was 2 years old.
Mr. Lecoh has long been meinent in politics
in the city and especially in tho Fifth ward,
where he lived, At his majority ho joined the
whig party and was Joyal to it until its dissolu-
tion in 1853, when ha joinad the Democracy and
hag been a zca'ous Democrat ever since. Whon
Mr. Laeech svas a younyx man he run for alder-

man in the 1ifth ward twelve successive timces-

and was beatea cevery time. That didn't is-
couraze bim, however, and on the thirteenth
tline, in 1850, he was eleeted, dofeating the Demo-
cratie candidate, The fight vasahotoneand there
wern sajd to have hcen more votes cast than
there wero mon, women, children and navy
yard marines in the ward. DBut cverything
went in those days and Leech, who had a plur-
ality of four. took his seat. He was the only
ant! Demoerat candidate ever elected alder-
man in the Fifth ward and he sorved witli hon-

{or. In 1828 he joinai No. 6 Volunteer engine

compauny, stayed with it for three years anid
then Liviped organize old Constitution No. 7, in
Front streat. In 1237 DMr. Lecch heiped or-
giaulzo Jackson No, 11, of which he was fore-
man and assistant enginecer, He waz after-
ward dforeman of No. 9 in High street,
and when No. Jengine house +was burned
he wuas agzuin elected foreman of No. 1L Mr
Leach was a member of the [Tippocanoca ¢lub
in 1340, and after he bhecame a Democrat wus
active in 1o Jetferson hall organization. Mr.

Le«ch established u stone cutting yard in 1830 |
opud retired {rom business in 1870. His yard
was at Bridge and Plymouth streets, where sov-
“ernd local politicians learned their trade of him.

He wos a member of Fortitudes musonic lodge
No. 10 and served in every capacity, {rom treas-
urer up to grand master.  Mr. Leech took part
In many progressive mansures and woas wall
known in tha grounp which used to make Jocobh

Cole’s auction rooms, on Talton street, a head-
quazters, Mr. Leech’s political enthusiasm dJid

not. waver iu his old age, and, although he was
in feebie health at the last election., be rode to
the polls in o carringe and cast his last ballot
for Grover Cleveland,
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