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Name Rev Henry Smith
Title Rev
Born England 2
Gender Male
Website Link Rev Henry Smith
Died 1648 Wethersfield,Hartford Co,CT,USA 2
WILL 8 May 1648 Wethersfield, Hartford Co, CT £

1 Henry Smith, of Wethersfield, being at present in health of body and soundness of minde, considering my mortality,
and knoweing it to be my duty to provide for my family and settle my estate, that | may leave no occasion of trouble
to my children when | am gone, and that | may be free my self from distractions of this kind, if it shall please God to
visit mee with sickness before | dye; | doe therefore leave this testimony vppon Record as my last Will and Testament.
Then, for my outward estate, wch, because it is little and | have well proved the difficultyes of this Country, how hard
a thinge it will be for a woman to manage the affaires of so great a family as the Father of Mercyes hathe blessed me
withall, and have had alsso experience of the prudence and faithfullness of my deare wife, who shall, in parting with
me, parte with a great parte of her livelihood, | give to my wife full power to dispose of all my estate in howses,
Lands, Cattell and Goods whatsoever, within dores and without, only providing if she marry again, or otherwise be
able comfortably to spare it from her owne necessary maintenance, that she give to my sonne Samuell that part of my
howselott which was intended for my sonee Peregrine lyinge next to the burying place, and the land | have beyond
the great River eastward, and also to him and my 2nd sonne Noah, 5 acres apeece of meadow, with upland
proportionable thereunto; and to the rest of my children unmarried, £20 apeece at the age of 21 yeares, or at the
time of her death wch shall come the soonest; and for my two daughters that bee married, my desire is that they have
£20 apeece, and every one of their children £5 apeece, either in books or such other thing my wife shall best please to
parte withall. And | desire the Church, whose serviant | now am, to take an ouersight of my family, that they may be
brought vp in the true feare of God, and to see that this my will bee faithfully prformed. Henry Smith.

Buried Wethersfield Village Cemetery, Wethersfield, Hartford, CT, USA 2
Headstanes . Submit Headstone Photo
Person ID 122 Smith Smyth Schmidt Smythe Smitt
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Branches/DNA UBsmith DNA GRP-R-M269-53 Smith DNA Kit 105521(YDNA), Smith DNA Kit 116546(YDNA), Smith DNA Kit 195672
(YDNA), Smith DNA Kit 230044{YDNA), Smith DNA Kit 49805(YDNA), Smith DNA Kit 52084(YDNA), Smith Branch
GAFAM13(Tree-No DNA)
MIDNA IyDNA X FF/Aut showing line by DNA type-if DNA tester representation, will be on above line
= JOIN the Smith Official DNA Project w a DNA Kit
& Is This Your Line? Have additions/corrections? Come Collaborate With Us!-Submit Your Tree or Suggest a
Change/Reference/Source
Last Modified 12 May 2014
Family 1 Dorothy, d.Wethersfield,Hartford Co,CT,USA &
Children 1. Preserved Smith, b.c 1637
2. Dorothy Smith, b. 1638, England 2, d. 17 Apr 1706, Farmington,Hartford Co,CT,USA 2 (Age 68 years)
+ 3, Samuel Smith, b. 27 Jan 1639, Wethersfield,Hartford Co,CT,USA 2, d. 10 Sep 1703, Hadley,Hampshire
Co,MA,USA B (Age 64 years)
4, Joanna Smith, b. 25 Dec 1641
5. Noah Smith, b. 25 Feb 1644
6. Elizabeth Smith, b. 25 Aug 1648
Photos Smiths Member 116546
Smith DNA Kit 116546
Smith Member 289593
Last Modified 12 May 2014
. Family ID F9 Group Sheet
Children + 1, Mary Smith, b.1622, d.19Jan 1711, Wethersfield,Hartford Co,CT,USA 2 (Age 89 years)
+ 2. Phillilpa Smith, b. 1622, d. Stratford,Fairfield Co,CT,USA P
+ 3, Rebecca Smith, b.c 1631, England 2
4, Peregrine Smith, b. 1627, d. 20 Apr 1649, Wethersfield,Hartford Co,CT,USA 2 (Age 22 years)
Last Modified 12 May 2014
Family ID F6208 Group Sheet
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Reverend Henry Smith

Rev Henry Smith b 1588 near Norwich, Norfolk, England
Genealogies and Family History of Western NY

= Rev. Henry Smith, was born in 1600 in England. He was educated at Cambridge University receiving his BA in 1621;
and his MA 1625, and was ordained a minister, by the Bishop of Peterborough, in 1623. Henry's first wife may of
been the daughter of Gabriel Cornish, her name may have been Dorothy but this is not known for sure. Henry and
Dorothy had four children: Philippa, Mary, Peregrine and Rebecca.

After Dorothy?s death Henry married his second wife Dorothy (?), in 1632 in England. Late in 1635 or very early in
1636 Henry with his wife Dorothy, two daughters and son from his first marriage ventured to New England. As was
not uncommon at the time Henry and Dorothy's young son Preserve was born during the six-week journey. The
Smiths settled first in Watertown, Massachusetts where their daughter Dorothy was born in 1636. Then they
marched through the wilderness to Wethersfield, carrying just their necessities. They had shipped most of their
belongings up the river but the ships floundered in a "great storm" and they lost practically everything. Henry built
a log house for his family and Dorothy, with what was left of their belongings, did what she could to provide a
comfortable home for her growing family. Four more children Samuel, Joanna, Noah and Elizabeth were born to
them in Wethersfield where they lost their son Penegrine probably within a few years after their move. In addition
to her household chores, Dorothy also developed skills with a rifle, and according to her son Samuel, shot several
wolves which came too near the house. Rev. Henry Smith was one of the early Puritan ministers of New England.
In 1641 Henry became the first settled minister at their church. Prior to that time the settlement had three
ministers, each only serving a short period of time. His home lot of five acres was on High Street, the first house
north of the meetinghouse. He was described as "a gentleman of good family" and "of uncommon culture,
refinement and firmness".

From the very beginning his ministry was troubled. Certain members of his congregation greeted him with
suspicion, which led to allegations and accusations. His chief accuser was Mr. Clement Chaplin. Chaplin who
moved from Hartford to Wethersfield in 1636 was a wealthy and prominent citizen. He was a large landowner;
both he and Rev. Smith had lands allotted to them on both sides of the river in the general distribution of 1639.
Mr. Chaplin, a Ruling Elder in the church since 1639, was very influential in the church and the community. Henry
was soon embroiled in quarrels with some members of his congregation, which by 1643 had grown bitter and with
a large portion of the congregation supporting him. Chaplin's accusations and suspicions along with written
declarations grew so numerous that in 1643 the matter was brought before the General Court. After examining
the merits of the case, the court ordered Mr. Chaplin to stop and fined him L11 for libeling Mr. Smith. This
effectively stopped him from criticizing Mr. Smith, but it did not stop him from bringing various civil suits against
the Reverend, forcing the courts again to take action. After their investigation Reverend Smith was exonerated
and vindicated. This latest court action effectively quieted Chaplin and his followers. Reverend Smith's ministry
moved forward, with no more serious interruptions.

At the time of Rev. Henry's tenure in the pulpit at Wethersfield Connecticut, witchcraft was a popular endeavor, or
perhaps | should say accusations of witchcraft were popular. Witchcraft as practiced in Connecticut and
Massachusetts appears to have migrated to New England along with the original invaders from the Old Country. It
was occasionally lethal to its practitioners and sometimes, it was said, to those on which it was practiced. In the
manner of Puritan ministers in New England in those days, the Rev. Henry Smith presided in 1648 at the trial of
Mary Johnson. In 1646, she had been sentenced to be whipped for theft, probably at Hartford, which was to be
repeated a month later at Wethersfield. On her own confession, she was indicted by a jury in December 7, 1648, as
guilty of "familiarity with the Devil." Mather says, "Her confession was attended with such connective [
circumstances that it could not be slighted." She confessed, he says, that she had murdered a child, and committed
other faults of licentiousness. For some months before her execution, she was imprisoned at Hartford, under the
care of William Ruscoe. A son was born to her while there. Nathaniel Ruscoe, the jailer?s son, agreed with her
before her death to bring up and educate the child, which agreement was afterward sanctioned by the court. The
jailer was paid L6 10s, for twenty-four weeks' charges to June 6, 1650, from which fact it is inferred that she was
executed on that date. Rev. Samuel Stone ministered to her while in prison, and it is said that she became a
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penitent woman. She was evidently a poor, misguided creature, who accounted for her fault according to the
superstition of the age.

Henry caught "the great fever" in 1648 and died age 48, two weeks before the birth of their daughter Elizabeth, in
Wethersfield, Hartford, Connecticut, "grieved and wearied with the burdens of his charge." Although their two
oldest daughters were married, Dorothy was still left with four young children to support and she married John
Russell the following year. The church quarrels did not end with Henry's death and another quarrel in 1659 caused
twenty families to leave the church. They moved into the jurisdiction of Massachusetts where they became
founders of Hadley. Dorothy's son-in-law, John Russell who had taken Henry Smith's place as pastor of the
Wethersfield church, became the first minister at Hadley. His father and Dorothy probably also left Wethersfield at
that time. By 1664 they were taking turns with Dorothy's son-in-law, Lieutenant Samuel Smith, in providing shelter
in Hadley for the regicides, Goffe and Whalley. "William Goffe was a veteran of the English Civil War which pitted
the armies of King Charles | and Parliament against one another." When King Charles was defeated, Goffe and 57
other Parliamentary judges voted to behead him. When his son, Charles Il, took the throne in 1660 "he vowed
vengeance against his father's killers." At that point Goffe and his father-in-law, Edward Whalley, fled to New
England, eventually ending up in Hadley where they hid from 1664 to the late 1670s. Goffe became the center of
one of the town's oldest legends. He allegedly came to the Hadley church in 1675 during King Phillip's War to warn
of an imminent Indian attack. Since he had been hiding in the Russell home all those years, no one knew him and
"when the Indians were repelled, the townspeople believed an angel had been sent to save their village."
Dorothy's bible, which she may have given to Goffe, has recently been found in the Hadley Historical Society
collection room, on the upper floor of the Goodwin Memorial Library where it sat in a drawer for almast 20 years.
It was originally found in a secret room of the John Russell house in Hadley. On the inside front cover of the bible
was written "Dorothy Russell her book." Dorothy wrote her will on the 16th Feb 1681 and her signature on the will
is reportedly a perfect match for the one discovered on the bible. Dorothy died in 1694 in Hadley, Hampshire,
Massachusetts, aged 88.

Henry and his first wife had four children: Philippa, Mary, Peregrine and Rebecca Smith. Henry and his second wife
Dorothy had six children: Preserved, Dorothy, Samuel, Joanna, Noah and Elizabeth Smith.

A description of Henry Smith by his son, Samuel, in a letter to Samuel's son, Ichobod: "....He was five foot ten
inches tall and spare of build, tho not leane. He was active as the R'd Skin Men & sinewy. His delighte was in
sportes of strengthe, & withe his owne hands he did help to rear bothe our house and the firste meeting house in
Wethersfield wherein he preacht yeares to fewe. He was well Featured & Fresh favored with faire Skin &
longcurling hair (as near all of us had) with a merrie eye & swete smiling Mouthe, tho he coulde frowne sternlie
eno' when need was...| remembered ye sweetnesse & ye Charity of

my firste Farther.”

/;enry Smith 1623-1637

I am trying to find the primary source for your list of the children of
Henry Smith by his first wife. Where did Mary, born 1622 in England,
come from? My interest arises from the possibility that my ancestor,
Thomas Hanchett might have been one of the men servants
mentioned in Samuel Smith's letter to his son. | have not been able to
track my Thomas' place of origin in England but | am hoping that if |
can locate Henry Smith in the decade or so before he left for new
England, then | might be able to attach my ancestor to one of the
many Hanchetts that | have record of in England.

Lee Hanchett
website

Loc:Maine
Email:-
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infallibility. Tested YDNA Or Thinking About It? Consider Joining the Smith Official DNA Project for ALL
Locations (FamilyTreeDNA)

We set all persons on submitted trees who were born after approximately 1920 to living or private. After you register, are assigned to this branch
of the tree, and are logged on, you can change that and decide if you would like this person to show on the internet. All information is potentially
either visible via search engines or for those who are logged on unless it has been marked PRIVATE.

Smith DNA- Official All Locations data is copyrighted, as a project aggregate, to this volunteer
FamilyTreeDNA project. Any other aggregate project use is not permitted, without the expression permission
of the administrators. The Smith Official DNA Project at FamilyTreeDNA is not affiliated with strictly regional projects Smith
Connections-Northeastern which is a FamilyTree regional project for those with connections in specific northeastern US states such

as NY/CT, etc nor with Smiths of Abbeville SC. We are the official Smith DNA project for ALL Smith Schmidt Smyth Smythe etc of ALL
Locations and include all northeastern US states as well as Abbeville SC Smiths as well as all locations worldwide.

We appreciate links to the Smiths Official DNA Project project, but do ask that site links, particularly when there is potential confusion, point to the Join page at

Fami |VTI’EE DNA for the Smith Official DNA PI‘OjECt, that you clearly indicate that the link goes to the Smith Official All DNA Project, and that our
project data not be sent out via spreadsheet, email or other means without our (Marie and Deb) express permission. Thank you.
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